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Purpose: 


This technique gets students rising up, moving, conversing and summarizing.
Process:

1.  Around the room, post butcher paper or poster boards showing quotes, questions, or concepts related to the learning.  

2. Divide your students into groups of four or six, each group a different color of marking pen, crayon, or pencil.  Place each group in front of a poster

3. In the space provided on the paper, have each group add its ideas about the topic written at the top.  Students might list attributes of something, consider an issue and form an opinion, or compare one thing to another.  No matter what the poster requests, it’s requiring groups to review information.
4. Ask students to move from chart to chart and as each group arrives at each posting, have students consider the other groups’ contributions as they also respond to the prompts.
5. It is important to keep things moving with this technique.  Set a time limit for responding to each poster’s prompt, five minutes or more.

6. Groups should begin their task when you start the clock; when time is up, tell students to proceed immediately to the next poster; then start the clock again.  

7. Continue until all groups have visited all posters, and then ask each group to summarize the information on one poster for the whole class.

Variations:

· You may wish to give each group their own chart paper, have them work at their table groups to respond to the prompt, and then just pass the charts from table to table.

· This is a great strategy to use at any time during a unit of study.  To begin a unit this will help you understand what the students know about a topic; in the middle it is a great way to check on students’ understanding; and at the end of a unit it can serve as a review for an exam or even for predicting what might be on an exam.
· At the end of the last rotation, ask the students in the group to circle the most important point and share it out loud with the rest of the class.

· Ask each group to record two salient points from each poster they visit and create a written summary of all the concepts using those two points from each poster.

· Don’t forget the artistic/structural portion of the student’s brain: some topics may best be presented as mind maps.  Students go to each poster and add labels, arrows, and symbols (graffiti). 
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